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T H E  G A L A

T O N I G H T ’ S  P R O G R A M

Welcome 
Jesse Yeo, Board Chair

Better Together 
Amisha Mody Mehta, Chief Executive Officer

Presentation of Champion of Debate Award  
to Kathryn Wylde 
Michael Fricklas, Chief Legal Officer, Chief Public Policy 
Officer & Corporate Secretary, Advance

Remarks 
Kathryn Wylde, Former President & Chief Executive Officer, 
Partnership for NYC

DINNER

Presentation of Champion of Debate Award  
to Neal Kumar Katyal 
Gurbir Grewal, LAC Member

Remarks 
Neal Kumar Katyal, Former Acting Solicitor General  
of the United States & Partner, Milbank

Introduction of Student Speaker 
Jarrod Atchison, John Kevin Medica Director of Debate  
& Professor of Communication, Wake Forest University

Student Speaker 
Katherine Hernandez, NYCUDL Debater

Closing 
Brad Drummond, LAC Co-Chair
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ABOUT THE NEW YORK CITY URBAN DEBATE LEAGUE

We serve these students through our Open League and partnerships with 
Community School Districts 6 in Manhattan; 7, 8, 9, & 10 in the Bronx; 
13, 15, & 16 in Brooklyn; the city-wide Transfer Schools District; the NYC 
Reads Initiative; and the Bella Abzug Leadership Institute. We provide 
hundreds of hours of trainings, workshops, tailored and scaffolded 
curricula, lesson materials, and tournaments that enable students to 
develop and test a variety of key skills, including reading, writing, critical 
thinking, and self-advocacy. To narrow the opportunity gap, we strive to 
work with students in all stages of learning. Whether it be through our 
Spanish and Multi-Language Learner programs or our Dream Team run 
in partnership with Wake Forest University, all NYCUDL students are 
preparing to become the next generation of informed, compassionate, 
and courageous leaders.

While the League has grown from its humble beginnings, we maintain the 
same drive that motivated our founders. We are proud to be a mission-
driven organization and provide students with an experience that, as we 
hope you will see tonight, has the power to transform and empower them 
to achieve their full potential.

The New York City Urban Debate League was created in 2011 by a 
group of NYC school teachers, led by Founder Erik Fogel. They aspired to 
increase the number of debate programs in New York City Title I schools 
(schools where at least 50% of students qualify for free or reduced lunch). 
They were driven by both sheer passion for the activity and knowledge  
of debate’s empirically proven ability to raise students’ grades, graduation 
rates, and college readiness, while also preparing them to be more 
engaged and informed citizens.

When the NYCUDL was founded, fewer than 10 New York City Title I 
schools sponsored debate programs. The League started with these few 
schools, fundraising from simple bake sales, before incorporating as a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit on May 9, 2012. Since then, the NYCUDL has grown 
massively. Today, we are the biggest Urban Debate League in the nation. 
In the 2025-26 school year, we served over 4,000 students from 250 
NYC public schools, nearly 200 of which are Title I schools.
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Dear Friends of the New York City 
Urban Debate League,

It is my honor and joy to welcome you tonight as we gather to celebrate 
the extraordinary accomplishments of the New York City Urban Debate 
League and the remarkable students, staff, and community who make 
them possible. This evening is a true celebration—of hard-won 
achievements, of dedicated service, and of the thousands of young 
people whose lives have been transformed by debate. When the League 
was founded in 2012, fewer than ten Title I schools in the city had 
debate programs. Through the tireless work of our staff and the 
determination of our students, the League has grown from 100 students 
to nearly 4,000. Today, we stand proudly as the largest Urban Debate 
League in the country, serving over 250 New York City public schools, 
including over 190 Title I schools—a testament to what is possible when 
a committed team refuses to stop reaching higher.

Behind these extraordinary numbers are the powerful stories of 
thousands of students who have done the hard work, shown up day 
after day, and achieved things they once thought impossible. During my 
tenure on the Board of Directors, I have been continually inspired—not 
only by the transformative impact of debate on individual students, but 
by the unwavering dedication of our staff, coaches, and educators who 
make it all happen. Their commitment to excellence is visible in every 
tournament round, every prepared argument, and every student who 
steps to the podium with confidence. The League’s distinct approach 
equips students not just for success in debate, but for higher education, 
meaningful careers, and a lifetime of opportunities. These achievements 
belong equally to the students who earned them and the staff who 
believed in them.

Few things better capture the impact of debate than hearing directly 
from those who have experienced it. Tonight, we will hear from debate 
alumni, including one of our debaters, Katherine Hernandez, about  
the impact debate has had on their lives. We will also hear from the 
NYCUDL’s CEO, Amisha Mody Mehta, who will speak to the power of 
partnership in advancing the League’s mission. Through sustained 

collaboration with a broad network of partners across the city’s 
expansive education landscape and in both the public and private 
sectors, the NYCUDL has expanded and deepened its reach, becoming 
an incredible engine of opportunity for our students.

The future we envision for our students is bright and illuminated by the 
persistent efforts of advocates like tonight’s honorees. Kathryn Wylde, 
former President & CEO of Partnership for NYC, has played a key role  
in building and maintaining New York’s thriving economy and advancing 
major civic initiatives across the city. Neal Kumar Katyal, former Acting 
Solicitor General of the United States and Partner at Milbank, is one  
of the nation’s foremost Supreme Court attorneys and an accomplished 
former debater. Both of our honorees are Champions of Debate not 
simply because they embody its core principles—reasoned dialogue, 
open-minded inquiry, and thoughtful engagement with complex issues—
but because they illustrate the kind of informed, compassionate, and 
courageous leadership we hope to cultivate in every student.

On behalf of the Board, I want to extend our deepest gratitude to everyone 
who has made this League what it is today—our generous supporters,  
our devoted staff and coaches, and most of all, our extraordinary students. 
Tonight, we celebrate all of you. It is because of your commitment and 
hard work that thousands of New York City public school students have 
unlocked their potential, found their voices, and stepped confidently  
into the world as advocates, thinkers, and leaders. We are so proud of 
everything this community has achieved, and we look forward to achieving 
so much more together. Have a wonderful evening! 

Sincerely,

 

Jesse Yeo 
Chairperson of the Board 
New York City Urban Debate League

Jesse Yeo
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N Y C U D L  L E A D E R S H I P

Lawyers’ Advisory Council

Rahul Agarwal
Partner, Friedman Kaplan

Brooke Alexander
Partner, Boies Schiller Flexner

Bob Allen (Co-Chair)
Partner, Kirkland & Ellis 

Chisom Ananaba
Associate General Counsel,  
NYC Mayor’s Office of Media  
& Entertainment

McKenzie Anderson
Partner, Quinn Emanuel

Lincoln Bisbee
Partner, Morgan Lewis

Hon. Sanket J. Bulsara
U.S.D.J., Eastern District of New York

Eun Young Choi
Partner, Arnold & Porter

Matthew Cormack
Counsel, Davis Polk

Hon. John P. Cronan
U.S.D.J., Southern District of New York

Brad Drummond (Co-Chair)
Global Client Director, Thomson 
Reuters

Samson Enzer
Partner, Cahill Gordon & Reindel

Mike Ferrara
Partner, Hecker Fink

Katy Gardner
Partner, Brown Rudnick

Cyrus Ghavi
Vice President, NFL

Gerardo Gomez Galvis
Partner, Morrison Foerster 

Gurbir Grewal
Partner, Milbank

Andrea Griswold
Partner, Skadden

Samidh Guha
Partner, Venable

Caroline Heller
Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig 

Lan Hoang
Partner, BakerHostetler

Hon. Kenneth M. Karas
U.S.D.J., Southern District of  
New York

David Kaufman
Senior Counsel, Blank Rome

Brian Kidd
Partner, Sher Tremonte

Emily Kirsch
Founding Partner, Kirsch & 
Niehaus

Bonnie Litt
Consultant

Mary Beth Maloney
Partner, Gibson Dunn

Becky Mangold
Assistant District Attorney,  
New York County District 
Attorney’s Office

David Markowitz
Global Co-Head of Litigation, 
Goldman Sachs

Amisha Mody Mehta
CEO, NYCUDL

Chief Executive Officer

Amisha Mody Mehta 
 
Board of Directors 

Mike Ferrara
Partner, Hecker Fink 

Jon Paul Lupo
Founder, Arete Public Affairs

Mary Beth Maloney
Partner, Gibson Dunn

Amisha Mody Mehta
Chief Executive Officer, NYCUDL

Liz Robinson
Partner, PwC

Ari Selman
Partner, Morgan Lewis

Darryl Stein
Partner, Kobre & Kim

Jesse Yeo, Chair
Executive Vice President & Senior 
Deputy General Counsel, Advance

Kerry Potter McCormick
Partner, Perkins Coie

Seetha Ramachandran
Partner, Proskauer

Katherine Reilly
Partner, Pryor Cashman

Andrew Rohrbach
Partner, Jenner & Block

Anjan Sahni
Managing Partner, WilmerHale

Beesham Seecharan
COO and General Counsel, 
Matthews South

Ari Micah Selman
Partner, Morgan Lewis

Sudha Setty
President & CEO, Law School 
Admissions Council

Oscar Shine
Partner, Selendy Gay

Amol Sinha
Executive Director, ACLU of New Jersey

Stephanie Spies
Partner, Susman Godfrey

Darryl Stein
Partner, Kobre & Kim

Hon. Arun Subramanian
U.S.D.J., Southern District of New York

Yvette Valdez
Partner, Latham & Watkins

Jesse Yeo
Executive Vice President & Senior 
Deputy General Counsel, Advance
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N Y C U D L  L E A D E R S H I P

Angela Aman
CEO, Kilroy Realty

Spencer Baim
Head of Brand, Marketing and 
Creative, Jigsaw (Google)

Samantha Greenberg
CFO, ID.me

AJ Hughes
Chief Strategy Officer, kyu 
Collective

Matthew Kamara
Senior Director, S&P Global

Jon Paul Lupo
Founder, Arete Public Affairs

Nishat Mehta
CEO, Lexitas

Ese Olumhense
Investigative Reporter, School of 
the New York Times 

Trevor Reddick
Director, Kearns & West

Liz Robinson
Partner, PwC

David Rubin
Vice President, Investcorp

Beesham Seecharan
COO & General Counsel, 
Matthews South

Jordan Stockdale
Deputy Comptroller for Policy, 
Office of the NYC Comptroller

Helena Verellen
Chief Marketing Officer,  
The Second City

Mital Vora
Senior Program Manager, Uber

Tiffany Wade
Senior Portfolio Manager, 
Columbia Threadneedle Investments

William Wightman
Head of Rest of World, Piper 
Sandler

Executives’ & Finance Professionals’  
Advisory Council

H O N O R E E S
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Kathryn Wylde
Former President and CEO,  
Partnership for New York City

Kathryn Wylde is an established civic and business leader  
in New York City. She recently stepped down after 25 years  
as President and CEO of the Partnership for New York City,  
the city’s preeminent business organization. She continues to 
serve on a variety of public and nonprofit boards, including 
the NYC Economic Development Corporation, the New York 
State NYC Regional Economic Development Council, the 
Fund for Public Education, the Manhattan Institute, and the 
Partnership Fund for New York City. For fifty years, she has 
played a critical role in building and maintaining New York’s 
thriving economy, as well as the revitalization of the city’s 
neighborhoods, development of affordable housing, reform  
of the public education system, modernization of the public 
transit system, and advancing public health and safety.  
She is an urban policy expert and a frequent spokesperson  
on issues that impact the city and state, with a focus on 
delivering private sector resources and expertise to address 
challenges facing the city and state.  

Neal Kumar Katyal
Former Acting Solicitor General of the United States  
Partner, Milbank 

Neal Katyal is one of the nation’s foremost Supreme Court 
attorneys and former Acting Solicitor General of the United  
States. Neal just won the tariffs case in the Supreme Court against 
President Trump. He is a partner at Milbank’s Washington, DC 
office, and serves as the Paul Saunders Professor of Law at 
Georgetown University, where he was one of the youngest 
professors to have received tenure and a chaired professorship  
in the university’s history. He has argued 54 cases at the Supreme 
Court, including landmark cases on gene patents, Guantanamo, 
the Voting Rights Act, and corporate law. He received the highest 
honor the Justice Department can bestow on a civilian, the 
Edmund Randolph Award, and has won all sorts of other awards, 
including being named one of GQ’s Men of the Year. He has 
performed in both Netflix’s House of Cards and Showtime’s 
Billions (both times playing himself).

Neal was a prolific member of the Dartmouth Forensic Union 
during his undergraduate years at Dartmouth College, reaching 
semi finals of the National Debate Tournament both in 1990 and 
1991. Debate played a formative role in shaping his analytical 
approach to the law, teaching him to break down complex issues, 
think strategically, and communicate with clarity. He has described 
his Dartmouth debate coach, Ken Strange, as “the most important 
teacher of my life,” a reflection of how deeply debate influenced 
his development as an advocate.

HONOREECHAMP ION OF  DEBATE HONOREECHAMP ION OF  DEBATE
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S P O T L I G H T  S T U D E N T S

I joined debate after learning about it at school and deciding to give  
it a try. I love that debate allows me to connect with others while 
learning in a meaningful way. My proudest moment was my first 
tournament, because I stopped doubting myself and realized that I 
could really achieve something. I really liked the civil disobedience 
topic because both sides had strong arguments, which made for a very 
engaging debate.  

Fun Fact: In my free time, I play electric and acoustic guitar. 

ALAN GARCIA 

New York City Reads (Middle School)
Corona Arts and Sciences Academy
7th Grade

Watching my sister participate in debate last year inspired me to 
try it myself. As a debater, I love researching topics and supporting 
arguments with evidence and data. I was so proud of myself for placing 
sixth in Spanish Debate. My favorite topic was artificial intelligence 
because it connects to everyday life.

Fun Fact: I like doing arts and crafts and reading in my free time. 

ANAL IAH MEJ IA  VALENZUELA

District 13
P.S. 046 – Edward C. Blum
5th Grade

I first joined the debate team after my math teacher recommended it to 
me, and I quickly grew to love it. I enjoy researching topics that seem 
boring at first but turn out to be interesting and nuanced. My proudest 
moment was realizing how much I had improved as a debater this year. 
I had so much fun debating farm-to-school initiatives because it connects 
to real issues in schools and helped me build a strong partnership with 
my debate partner. 

Fun Fact: I love Tabletop Role-Playing Games, such as Dungeons  
& Dragons. 

EMMANUEL  ESTEVEZ

Open League (Middle School Public Forum)
M.S. 136 – Charles O. Dewey
8th Grade

I started debating through my high school’s debate class. I enjoy debate 
because it challenges me to argue both sides of an issue. Having to 
research and engage with opposing perspectives has made the activity 
more interesting while also helping me develop more structured and 
thoughtful personal beliefs. Debate has taught me the importance  
of not limiting myself to one viewpoint, but instead fully understanding 
the arguments on all sides. I especially loved debating about mass 
surveillance, because it’s a complex issue that requires balancing 
national security with individual privacy. My proudest moment was 
debating as a maverick against a two-person team, which pushed me  
to think critically and adapt in the moment. 

Fun Fact: I am the founder of a non-profit in the Bronx. 

CHRIST IAN MAIR 

New York City Reads (High School)
Schuylerville Preparatory High School
11th Grade
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S P O T L I G H T  S T U D E N T S

My science teacher selected me for my school’s debate team after 
noticing how actively I contribute to class discussions. What I love about 
debate is being able to express my opinion while arguing both sides 
of an issue. It has also helped me understand other perspectives while 
supporting my ideas with research. My proudest moment was working 
with my team to build on each other’s ideas and present a strong, 
unified case. I really loved the generative AI topic because it connects  
to real-world issues we experience every day.  

Fun Fact: In my free time, I enjoy playing basketball and chess.  

ETHAN GIL 

District 10
M.S. 390
6th Grade

I got involved with debate in 5th grade when I tried out for my school’s 
team by writing a speech about school uniforms. Although I didn’t 
make the team at first, I kept practicing and improving. My favorite 
parts of debate are the excitement of facing new opponents and 
competing. I was really proud of myself for winning the 2025 NYC 
Reads Championship with my team and placing second in my division 
in 2026. My favorite topics so far have been zoos and congestion 
pricing.

Fun Fact: My favorite artist is Michael Jackson.  

FANTA KROMAH

District 9
J.H.S. 022 – Jordan L. Mott
8th Grade

During my freshman year, I saw that my school had a debate club and 
decided to join. I enjoy hearing different perspectives through debate, 
as it gives you certain insights into others’ characters that you couldn’t 
really get otherwise. One of my proudest moments came in one of my 
first debate rounds, when I challenged my opponents’ arguments so 
effectively that they completely reconsidered their own position. I loved 
debating organ donation because it combined ethical and practical 
arguments, allowing for a balanced debate on both sides. 

Fun Fact: I love reading manhwa (Korean graphic novels)!   

JOSHUA FERNANDEZ MARIA

Open League (High School Public Forum)
DeWitt Clinton High School
11th Grade

I got involved with debate when my coach, Ms. Castillo, asked me 
to join my school’s debate club. What I love about debate is making 
claims, defending them, and responding to my opponent’s arguments. 
My proudest moment was making my first claim at my first debate 
session, which felt like a big step forward for me. My favorite topic 
was farm-to-school initiatives because it focused on improving school 
lunches. 

Fun Fact: My favorite hobby is building with LEGO pieces and 
creating advanced structures. 

JAXON CESPEDES 

District 6
P.S. 153 – Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Elementary School
5th Grade
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S P O T L I G H T  S T U D E N T S

My parents inspired me to join debate, since they both participated  
in debate when they were younger. I love the competitive thrill of 
arguing with logic while also building skills like critical thinking and 
public speaking. My proudest moment was at a recent tournament  
when my partner and I competed, even though we felt unprepared, 
and won our first team award. My favorite topic to debate was space 
exploration because it had strong arguments on both sides and was 
exciting to research.  

Fun Fact: I love the color purple, reading, listening to music, and  
hanging out with my friends.  

MOUNIA MANHA 

District 15
M.S. 51 – William Alexander
8th Grade

I got involved with debate by joining my school’s debate club. What I 
love most about debate is meeting new people and hearing different 
perspectives on arguments. My proudest moment of my debate career 
was passing on my skills and teaching middle school students about 
debate during the NYCUDL’s Summer Debate Institute. My favorite 
debate topic was civil disobedience because it helped me understand 
how people respond to injustice in different ways.

Fun Fact: I will be attending New York University with a full-ride  
scholarship in the fall!  

NAWRIN SADIA 

NYCUDL Dream Team
University Neighborhood High School
12th Grade

I first joined the debate team when I saw there were tryouts and thought 
it would be a great opportunity to learn more. I love that debate makes 
my parents proud of me and opens up opportunities for my future. My 
proudest moment was winning first place at a tournament, especially 
because my parents were there to see it. My favorite debate topic was 
about zoos because I learned a lot about animals and was able to 
apply that knowledge in school.

Fun Fact: I share a birthday with my grandmother.

NAOMI  MARTE  ALCANTARA

District 8
P.S. 152 – The Evergreen School
5th Grade

I got involved with debate when my elementary school teacher 
recognized my potential and encouraged me to join. What I love 
about debate is how it builds responsibility and critical thinking skills. 
Winning a top team award has been my proudest debate moment  
so far. My favorite topic to debate was space exploration. 

Fun Fact: I’m an avid writer and am currently learning Spanish. 

SERENITY  RUSSELL

District 16
Madiba Prep Middle School
7th Grade
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S P O T L I G H T  S T U D E N T S S T U D E N T  S P E A K E R

I have been involved in debate for seven years. I started debating 
through my middle school’s debate program and have been involved 
with the activity ever since. I love the environment that debate creates. 
Regardless of the outcome, it brings people together and has allowed 
me to build meaningful friendships that extend beyond competition. 
My proudest moment was at a recent Open League tournament, when 
I realized how much my speaking skills have improved and how 
my dedication to debate has led to meaningful results. I really loved 
debating the resolution on banning corporate acquisition of single-family 
homes in the United States because of the depth of arguments on both 
sides, the strong clash it produced, and the challenge of exploring its 
many nuances.  

Fun Fact: I major in singing and dancing at my high school, which 
allows me to perform all over New York.  

KATHER INE  HERNANDEZ  

Open League (High School Public Forum)
NYCUDL Dream Team
Talent Unlimited High School
11th Grade

My elementary school teacher first introduced me to being part of 
a debate team, though I had always been interested in debate. As 
a debater, I enjoy learning how to defend my ideas clearly and 
respectfully without offending others. One of my proudest moments 
was earning Top Speaker and placing first with my team. I really 
loved debating generative AI and zoos because both were incredibly 
interesting topics, and debating the pro side of zoos challenged me  
to think from a completely different perspective.  

Fun Fact: I’m part of a band!   

SHAILA  COLON 

District 7
South Bronx Academy for Applied Media
8th Grade

I got involved with debate after my social studies teacher recommended 
me based on my strong reading skills. Debate has taught me how to 
express my thoughts and opinions on different topics. I was so proud 
of myself for winning a speaker award after working hard with my 
team to build strong arguments. My favorite debate topic was artificial 
intelligence because it was my first debate and helped me step out of 
my comfort zone.

Fun Fact: I’m from Panama! 

S IME I  CAMPOS 

Open League (Middle School Parliamentary)
West Prep Academy
7th Grade
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WAY S  T O  S U P P O R T  T H E  N Y C U D L 

Credit Card: 	debate.nyc/donate

Check:	 Checks payable to New York City  
	 Urban Debate League

	 Mail to:  
	 New York City Urban Debate League
	 25 Broadway
	 12th Floor
	 New York, NY 10004

Venmo: 	 @nycudl

Paypal: 	 nycudl@gmail.com

Stock 
Donation: 	 Email gala@debate.nyc

You may also scan the QR code below to donate  
to the League and access the digital version of the 
Gala journal.

G E T  I N V O LV E D  
W I T H  T H E  N Y C U D L !

Support the next generation of informed, compassionate, 
and courageous leaders by volunteering, hosting  

an event or tournament, or joining an Advisory Council.  
Visit debate.nyc/get-involved to learn more.
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FOUNDAT IONS

Axe-Houghton Foundation
Bank of India
Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation
Deutsche Bank
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Hyde & Watson Foundation 
Judy and Jamie Dimon
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs
NYC Department of Youth & Community Development
PwC Charitable Foundation
Shippy Foundation
West Harlem Development Corporation

O U R  
S U P P O R T E R S

Silver 
Brad Drummond
Brown Rudnick
Debevoise
Friedman Kaplan
Hecker Fink
Lexitas
Morvillo
Paul, Weiss
PwC
Sher Tremonte
Simpson Thacher
Perkins Coie 

Premier Advertisers 
Analysis Group 
Bates White  
Complete Discovery Source 
Cornerstone Research  
FTI Consulting

2026 GALA  
CELEBRAT ION SPONSORS

Platinum 
Aboaf Whaley Family Foundation
Advance
Kobre & Kim 
Ropes & Gray 
S&P Global

Gold 
BakerHostetler
Davis Polk
Ernst & Young
Greenberg Traurig
Harvey 
Latham & Watkins
Mastercard  
Milbank
Morgan Lewis
Morrison Foerster 
Proskauer
Quinn Emanuel
Sam Enzer and Amanda Parsels  
Selendy Gay
Skadden
WilmerHale 
Yeo-Fairall Family
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The Aboaf Whaley Foundation
celebrates

The New York City
Urban Debate League

This sponsorship is in honor of all my 
Hendrick Hudson High School speech and 
debate classmates, as well as our Bronx 
High School of Science debate friends.  
We all benefited immensely from debate 
as high school students many years ago. 
We are thrilled to help provide debate 
opportunities for our next generation of 
leaders in the New York public schools.

 –  Eric Aboaf

AMERICAS (NEW YORK, DELAWARE, MIAMI, SAN FRANCISCO, SÃO PAULO, WASHINGTON DC)
APAC (HONG KONG, SEOUL, SHANGHAI), CARIBBEAN (BVI, CAYMAN ISLANDS) 

EMEA (CYPRUS, DUBAI, LONDON, TEL AVIV)

KOBREKIM.COM

is proud to support the 

New York City  
Urban Debate League 

and its important work empowering 
the next generation of leaders.
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We are proud to support 

The NYCUDL 
Champions 
of Debate Gala.

Congratulations to the honorees:

Kathryn Wylde
Former President and CEO 
Partnership for New York City

Neal Kumar Katyal
Former Acting Solicitor General of the 
United States, Partner, Milbank LLP 
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S&P Global is proud 
to support the 
New York City Urban Debate League.

Congratulations to the 2026  
Champions of Debate Honorees:

Kathryn Wylde
Former President and CEO,  
Partnership for New York City

Neal Kumar Katyal
Former Acting Solicitor General  
of the United States  
Partner, Milbank

www.morganlewis.com
© 2026 Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP, a Pennsylvania limited liability partnership

 We are proud to support

 NEW YORK CITY

URBAN
DEBATE
LEAGUE
 and its mission to transform 
 youth through debate
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davispolk.com

© 2026 Davis Polk & Wardwell llp

We join in celebration of
the New York City Urban
Debate League and this
year’s “Champions of
Debate,” Kathryn Wylde
and Neal Kumar Katyal. 

WORLDWIDE LOCATIONS

United States

Europe and the  
Middle East

Asia

Latin America

Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name 
of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg Traurig, P.A. 
©2026 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Attorneys at Law. All 
rights reserved. Attorney Advertising. °These numbers 
are subject to fluctuation.  44424

Caroline J. Heller | Shareholder
Advisory Council, NYC Urban Debate League 
One Vanderbilt Avenue | New York, NY 10017
212.801.9200

Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

GT_LawGreenbergTraurigLLP 

GT_Law

GREENBERG TRAURIG, LLP  |  3100 AT TORNEYS  |  51 LOCATIONS°  |  GTLAW.COM

Greenberg Traurig applauds the 

NEW YORK CITY URBAN 
DEBATE LEAGUE 
on its Champions of Debate Gala.

Congratulations to the 
2026 Champions of Debate: 
Kathryn Wylde and Neal Kumar Katyal.
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bakerlaw.com

BakerHostetler proudly supports the NYC Urban 
Debate League in their mission to provide all 
students with the opportunity to become informed, 
engaged and confident advocates.
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Congratulations, Champions of 
Debate Honorees: 

Neal Katyal, Partner at Milbank, 
and Kathryn Wylde, Former 

President and CEO, Partnership 
for New York City

Your friends at Milbank are proud 
supporters of New York City Urban 

Debate League

Milbank.com
New York | Los Angeles | Washington, DC | São Paulo | Frankfurt 

London | Munich | Hong Kong | Seoul | Singapore | Tokyo

Skadden is proud  
to support the  
New York City Urban 
Debate League and 
congratulates this 
year’s honorees: 
Kathryn Wylde and 
Neal Kumar Katyal.

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP and Affiliates

Abu Dhabi   

Beijing   

Boston   

Brussels   

Chicago   

Frankfurt   

Hong Kong   

Houston   

London   

Los Angeles  

Munich   

New York   

Palo Alto   

Paris   

São Paulo   

Seoul   

Singapore   

Tokyo   

Toronto   

Washington, D.C.  

Wilmington

skadden.com
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WilmerHale proudly 

supports the New 

York City Urban 

Debate League  

and the Champions 

of Debate Gala.

© 2026 Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr llp

wilmerhale.com
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© 2025 Ernst & Young LLP. All Rights Reserved. ED None

With our full spectrum of 
services, skills and 

ecosystem, EY teams 
help create new value.

ey.com

or be
shaped
by it?

Will you  
shape

the future,
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is proud to support the  
New York City Urban 
Debate League on its 
Champions of Debate Gala 
and joins in congratulating 
this year’s honorees.

Proskauer is a leading law firm, providing a wide range  
of legal services  to clients worldwide.  
To learn more about the firm, visit Proskauer.com.

Proskauer Rose LLP | Eleven Times Square, New York, NY 10036-8299 | 212.969.3000 | Attorney Advertising
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Mastercard applauds
the New York City
Urban Debate
League on its 
14th year of enabling 
underrepresented
youth to be heard.youth to be heard.

priceless

Empowering the next
generation to be the
voice of change:

Mastercard, Priceless, and 
the circlesdesign are registered 
trademarks of Mastercard 
International Incorporated
© 2026 Mastercard, 
All rights reserved.
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To learn more, please visit
analysisgroup.com

Boston    Chicago    Dallas    Denver    Los Angeles     
Menlo Park    New York    San Francisco    Washington, DC   
Beijing    Brussels    London    Montreal    Paris    Toronto

Analysis Group  
is proud to support the  

New York City  
Urban Debate League

and its efforts to develop the next  
generation of informed, compassionate, 

and courageous leaders.

cornerstone.com

Economic and Financial Consulti ng and Expert Testi mony

Cornerstone Research is proud to 
support the New York City Urban 
Debate League and its mission to 
empower the next generati on.

Congratulati ons to the 
2026 Champions of Debate.

Kathryn Wylde
Former President and CEO,
Partnership for New York City

Neal Kumar Katyal
Partner, Milbank LLP
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Kroll’s team provides independent expert  
analysis, testimony, advice and investigations  

for complex disputes and projects.

Scan our QR code to learn more about 
our comprehensive solutions.

We are proud to support

New York City 
Urban Debate League

Congratulations to this year’s honorees

Kathryn Wylde
Former President and CEO,  

Partnership for New York City

Neal Kumar Katyal
Former Acting Solicitor General  

of the United States 
Partner, Milbank 

              
Houston             New  York             Los  Angeles             Seattle

Susman Godfrey 
is proud to 
support the   

New York City 
Urban Debate 

League.

Congratulations to 
Kathryn Wylde &

Neal Katyal
on receiving                                                          

tonight’s honors.
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Debevoise is pleased to support the  

New York City Urban Debate League.

www.debevoise.com

brownrudnick.com ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Brown Rudnick is a leading international law fi rm that provides exceptional, 
client-driven service in global litigation, crisis management (restructuring, 
investigations and special situations), brand and reputation management, 
life sciences and technology.

WE PROUDLY SUPPORT

New York City 
Urban Debate League

CHARITABLE FOUNDATION CORP
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` 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP paulweiss.com

Congratulations to honorees Kathryn Wylde and Neal Kumar Katyal

We Are Proud to Support the 
New York City Urban Debate League

4607622-2026-New York City Urban Debate League Gala 2026 Ad.indd   14607622-2026-New York City Urban Debate League Gala 2026 Ad.indd   1 5/4/2026   6:46:36 PM5/4/2026   6:46:36 PM

Sher Tremonte LLP congratulates this year’s Champions of
Debate, and we continue to wholeheartedly support NYCUDL’s

work to empower the young leaders of tomorrow. 
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U.S. Legal Support proudly sponsors the NYC Urban Debate League

U S L E G A L S U P P O R T. C O M
U.S. Legal Support operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. Nevada Firm Registration # 067F.

U.S. Legal Support serves law firms with worldwide, in-person and 
remote court reporting solutions. Our Case Management team provides 

personalized, concierge-style service to ensure that the depositions, 
hearings, arbitrations and trials for complex cases go smoothly.

Our TrialQuest division o�ers graphic design, animation and 
hot seat/trial tech assistance. U.S. Legal Support also provide 
interpreters, document translation, audio/video transcription,

record retrieval and process service.

WORLDWIDE COURT REPORTING
& TRIAL SERVICES

Seth Weissman, Esq.
Director of Complex Litigation and Trial Services

sweissman@uslegalsupport.com
203.400.7742 

Perkins Coie LLP   Lawyer Advertising

Perkins Coie is honored to support 
NYCUDL’s mission to unlock the 
transformative power of academic debate 
for NYC public school students, helping to 
develop the next generation of informed, 
compassionate and courageous leaders.

perkinscoie.com

Proud Sponsor 
of NYCUDL
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The Wake Forest University Debate Program 
celebrates the debaters on the  

NYCUDL Wake Debate Dream Team!

Mi Hoa Nguyen 
(Class of 2026)

Ray Ouyang 
(Class of 2026)

Nawrin Sadia 
(Class of 2026)

Wen Chen 
(Class of 2027)

Sidratul Choudhury 
(Class of 2027)

Mariah Griffin 
(Class of 2027)

Katherine Hernandez 
(Class of 2027)

Janiah Mensah 
(Class of 2027)

Marta Rak 
(Class of 2027)

Ruslan Tairov 
(Class of 2027)

Shujana Tasmia 
(Class of 2027)

Madison James 
(Class of 2028)

Ingrid Martinez 
(Class of 2028)

fklaw.com

7 Times Square
New York, NY 10036-6516

1 Gateway Center
Newark, NJ 07102-5311

Friedman Kaplan is proud to support 
New York City Urban Debate League’s 

Champions of Debate Gala
and we congratulate this year’s honorees

Kathryn Wylde
and

Neal Kumar Katyal
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YOUR REPUTATION
SHOULDN’T BE UP
FOR DEBATE.

Strategic communications for law and professional services firms

greentarget.com

Indinero is proud to support the 
accounting and finance needs 
of the NYCUDL.
Helping every business realize its potential.

www.indinero.com

NEW YORK CITY
URBAN 
DEBATE 
LEAGUE

Proud partners of the

& Regional Catering Manager,
Sandra Lopes

Catering needs? Contact Sandra:
516.712.5761

slopes@dohertyinc.com
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Bob Allen
Brad Drummond

Mike Ferrara

The NYCUDL would like
to offer a special thank you

to the members of our 
Gala Planning Committee:

Lan Hoang 
Mary Beth Maloney

 Ari Selman 
Darryl Stein
Jesse Yeo

Your guidance and support 
mean the world to us!

THANK YOU
NYCUDL Staff

Your dedication brings our  
mission to life!

We unlock the transformative power of debate  
for New York City public school students to develop 
the next generation of informed, compassionate, 
and courageous leaders.
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Thank you to Districts 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10, 13, 15 & 16, 

the Transfer High Schools District, 
and NYC Reads! 

We are grateful for your 
partnerships! 



We are honored 
to support the 
NYC Urban Debate
League in fostering the
next generation of
courageous critical
thinkers.


